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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, AF 

SUBJECT: PLO-AL FATAH DELEGATION COMPLETES VISIT TO KABUL 

1 . SUMMARY: A PLO DELEGATION HEADED BY AL-FATHA REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL MEMBER HUSNI YUNUS AND INCLUDING RABHI HOLUM, HEAD OF THE 
PLO'S ARABIAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT, PAID A WELL-PUBLICIZED "GOOD- WILL" 
VISIT TO KABUL FROM AUGUST 13-20. THE PLO REPRESENTATIVES MET WITH 
A NUMBER OF HIGH-LEVEL AFGHAN LEADERS INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER 
AND HEAD OF STATE NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN. FEW SUBSTANTIVE RESULTS OF THE VISI 
T 

HAVE YET BEEN DISCLOSED, ALTHOUGH THE TWO SIDES REPORTEDLY AGREED, 

"IN PRINCIPLE," TO OPEN A PLO OFFICE IN KABUL AT SOME FUTURE DATE. 
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STRENGTHENED TIES WITH THE PLO WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE GENERAL 
FOREIGN POLICY APPROACH OF THIS REGIME, AND THE VISIT MAY HAVE 
BEEN A MEANS FOR BOTH PARTIES TO ESTABLISH THEIR RESPECTIVE BONA FIDE 
S: 

AFGHANISTAN AS A SUPPORTER OF "LIBERATION MOVEMENTS," AND THE PLO AS 
A "RESPECTABLE"MOVEMENT SUPPORTED BY LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENTS. END OF 
SUMMARY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. THE PLO DELEGATION ARRIVED IN KABUL ON AUGUST 13, AND DURING ITS 
"GOOD WILL " VISIT HELD MEETINGS WITH A NUMBER OF DRA OFFICIALS, 
INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER AND HEAD OF STATE NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI AND 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER HAFIZULLAH AMIN. YUNUS 
AND HOLUM ALSO MET WITH MINISTER OF JUSTICE JAUZJANI, AND DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER DOST. ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, THE HEAD OF THE 
DELEGATION, HUSNI YUNUS, A MEMBER OF AL-FATAH’S REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 

DELIVERED A MESSAGE TO TARAKI FROM YASSIR ARAFAT. NOT SURPRISINGLY, 

THE CONTENTS OF THE LETTER WERE NOT PUBLICLY DISCLOSED, NOR WAS THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE DELEGATION’S DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER AFGHAN LEADERS 
(MOST OF WHICH REPORTEDLY COVERED "MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST”). 
YUNUS DEPARTED ON AUGUST 17 ALTHOUGH HOLUM REMAINED UNTIL THE 20TH. 
NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED. 

3. DURING DISCUSSIONS WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER, A FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL INVOLVED IN THE VISIT DIVULGED LITTLE OF SUBSTANCE REGARDING 
WHAT MAY HAVE TRANSPIRED. THE AFGHAN OFFICIAL GENERALLY DOWNPLAYED 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VISIT. BUT REVEALED THAT THE TWO SIDES "AGREE 

D 

IN PRINCIPLE "TO OPEN A PLO OFFICE IN KABUL AT AN UNDETERMINED DATE. 

HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PREVIOUS REGIME OF MOHAMMAD DAOUD HAD 
LIKEWISE DECIDED TO PERMIT A PLO OFFICE HERE, AND TARAKI'S NEW REVO- 
LUTIONARY REGIME IS ONLY CARRYING FORWARD THIS POLICY. 
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4. A USUALLY WELL-INFORMED ARAB DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE ALSO CONSIDERED 
THE VISIT AS DEVOID OF MUCH SUBSTANCE, AND VIEWED IT AS ESSENTIALLY 

A PUBLIC RELATIONS EFFORT WHICH SERVED BOTH SIDES' INTERESTS. HE 
ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IRAQI DIPLOMATS HERE ARE VERY CONCERNED FOR 
THEIR SECURITY, TO THE EXTENT THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE STAFF MAN THE 
IRAQI EMBASSY AROUND THE CLOCK. HE DID NOT. HOWEVER, ATTRIBUTE THIS 
NERVOUSNESS TO THE PLO VISIT, BUT RATHER TO THE RECENT PALEST! ANTAN- 
IRAQI VIOLENCE AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN PAKISTAN. 

5. COMMENT: OTHER SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED THAT THE DAOUD GOVERNMENT 
HAD AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLO OFFICE IN KABUL 

BUT DAOUD'S MORE CONSERVATIVE REGIME, DESPITE ITS CONSISTENT SUPPORT 
FOR ITS MUSLIM BRETHREN IN THE DISPUTE WITH ISRAEL, PROBABLY IN- 
TENDED TO DELAY THE ACTUAL OPENING OF SUCH AN OFFICE AD INFINITUM, 

IF POSSIBLE. IN VIEW OF THE DRA'S MORE RADICAL FOREIGN POLICY STANCE, 
HOWEVER, AFGHAN RELATIONS WITH THE PLO MAY STRENGTHEN, ESPECIALLY 
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GIVEN THIS REGIME S HIGHLY TOUTED MEETINGS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF 
STATES SUCH AS SOUTH YEMEN, CUBA, ANGOLA, ETC. THUS, THE PLO MAY HAVE 
AN OFFICE IN KABUL SOMETIME IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, A DEVELOP 
MENT WHICH MAY, IN FACT, NOT BE MUCH COMFORT TO OUR IRAQI COLLEAGUES 
HERE. IN THIS CONNECTION, HOWEVER, EVERY EMBASSY IN KABUL HAS ARMED 
AFGHAN GUARDS STATIONED AT ITS ENTRANCE, AND HEAVILY ARMED ARMY 
TROOPS ARE STILL PREVALENT THROUGHTOUT THE CITY, ESPECIALLY AROUND 
CERTAIN SENSITIVE LOCATIONS. THUS, TERRORIST ACTIONS BY EITHER PRO 
OR ANTI-PLO FORCES WOULD PROBABLY BE MORE RISKY AND DIFFICULT IN KABU 
L 

THAN IN OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. 

6. IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, THE PLO REPRESENTATIVES CAME TO KABUL TO EXPLAI 
N 
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AND SOLICIT AFGHAN SUPPORT FOR THEIR ANTIAISRAELI POSITIONS AND THEIR 
POSITION IN THEIR QUARREL WITH THE IRAQIS, AS WELL AS TO DEMONSTRATE 
PUBLICLY THE PLO'S ACCEPTABILITY TO LEGITIMATE AND RECOGNIZED NON- 
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ARAB GOVERNMENTS. FOR THEIR PART, BY ENTERTAINING THE PLO DELEGATION 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, THE AFGHANS HAVE DEMONSTRATED THEIR SUPPORT 
FOR "LIBERATION MOVEMENTS," AND, CONCEIVABLY THEIR WILLINGNESS TO 
SECOND RADICAL POSITIONS ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, ESPECIALLY IF A 
PLO OFFICE APPEARS HERE SOON. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, HOWEVER, 

HOW CLOSER AFGHAN-PLO TIES WOULD AFFECT THE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
PURSE STRINGS OF SUCH ARAB REGIMES AS LIBYA AND SAUDI ARABIA, WHOSE 
ASSISTANCE THE AFGHAN REGIME GREATLY NEEDS. 

DUBS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, LIBERATION FRONTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KABUL06931 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780350-0865 
Format: TEL 
From: KABUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 9/aaaaapnq. tel 

Line Count: 179 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f424f25a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1606538 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PLO-AL FATAH DELEGATION COMPLETES VISIT TO KABUL 
TAGS: PEPR, PINS, AF, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f424f25a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



